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Anya Tish Gallery is delighted to announce Ignis Fatuus, a solo-exhibition featuring recent paintings and
drawings by Houston-based artist Shayne Murphy. This will mark Murphy’s second solo exhibition with the
gallery.
Murphy’s latest body of work, inspired by Judeo-Christian mythology and its iconography, entices the
viewer to contemplate the alluring yet deceptive realm of evil. Dangerous and irresistibly fascinating,
Murphy’s anachronistic images, embellished in “otherworldly smoke”, Ignis Fatuus, conjure up an
atmosphere that draws the viewer into a realm of mystery and intrigue. In a state of dynamic but halted
action, the characters are juxtaposed against featureless stark backgrounds. Their placid expressions lead
the viewer to question the motive behind the scene they are witnessing. Murphy uses oils and graphite on
panel to construct an eerie realm. Contrasted tones and flat shapes coincide with graphite scribbles and
brooding shadows. The slow methodical application of paint and painstakingly applied graphite markmaking furthers the divergent vocabulary which encompasses the narrative arcs.
In his large-scale charcoal drawing, “Leviathan Surfacing”, swirling, abstracted clouds and swift movements
put the viewer in the midst of a brewing storm created by a mythical creature with enormous strength, the
primal monster of the waters. In his drawings Murphy utilizes a rich breadth of grey-scale that elicits the
nature of a dreamscape, creating a space that hovers in and out of reality.
Shayne Murphy holds an MFA in Drawing and Painting from the University of North Texas and has
exhibited in such venues as Blue Star Contemporary Museum, San Antonio; Lawndale Art Center,
Houston; Texas A&M International University, Laredo; 500x Gallery, Dallas; Beaumont Art League,
Beaumont; RawSalt, Laguna Beach, California, and the University of North Texas Main Gallery, Denton. In
2014, Murphy completed the year-long Artist Studio Program residency at Lawndale Art Center in Houston,
Texas. His work can be found in numerous private and corporate collections, including George Bush
Intercontinental Airport, Houston.
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