gallery reviews

ANYA TISH GALLERY

Toy Story

It's a major feat to curate an exhibition with fifteen international
and Texas artists, but Anyva Tish definitely pulls it off with great suc-
cess. Arists included in the current exhibition, Toy Story, created
wiorks in various media; drawing, sculpture, video and installation,
exploring multiple meanings of “play” and *toy.” In keeping with the
holiday spirit and the theme of the exhibition, opening night attend-
e0s can drop off new, unwrapped children's toys and games. These
donations will be delivered to the non-profit Soyvs and Girds Harbor,

Mary "toys® in the collection are activelinteractive works that
involve human intervention like pushing buttons, blowing, or using
levers and gears. This interesting mix includes works by Brennen
Bechtol, Harvey Bott, Williarsn Cannings, Daniel Fabian, Audry
Herber, John Knott, Steve Kobb, Leszek Lewandowski, Elena
Lopez-Poirat, Neva Mikulicz, Sharon Neyland, Anthony Thompson
Shumata, Janet Tyson, Kyle Wadsworth and Oleg Yanushevsky,

If you have an affinity for toys that are primarily intended to
construct objects, your favorites from this show are sure 1o be
Brennen Bechiol, Janst Tyson and Harvey Bott. Mative Floridian
Brennen Bechtol earmed a BFA in Drawing and Painting from the
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University of North Texas in Denton, Texas in 1999, His work has
been collected and exhibited throughout the state of Texas since
1885, Anya Tish's enthusiasm for Bechtol's talent is apparent as
she describes a piece titled Chula, which means “cute” in Span-
ish. According to Tish, this three-dimensional work stands at ap-
proximately 3 1/2 feet tall and is a portrait of the artist's wife. This
doll-lke statue, handerafted of wood and plastic, is standing on a
Lego®@-inspired platform wearing jeans, a pink t-shirt and sneak-
ers with her hair in a pomytall. Everything is cute about this doll,
including her lips and eyelashes.

Janet Tyson and Harvey Bott assemble structuras that are less
identifiable. Bott's metal structure, titled Platform Offshore Erectus,
1996-97, stands approximately 4 feet tall and is hingad so that it
can swing back and forth. The metal strips that appear to be
screwed together are silver, yellow, red, blue and crange. In con-
trast, Tyson's work is minute in scale. Tish describes thess tiny
vintage Lego® constructions as being like “little jewels.” Each is
constructed with the smallest of the Lego® pieces; some are blue,
some are white, and others are clear. Tyson's use of the clear
Lego® pieces is most intriguing.

Some of the artwarks in the exhibition have mechanical or alec-
tronic features that allow interactivity. Three artists whose works
explore technology are Leszek Lewandowski, Oleg Yanushevsky
and Anthorny Thompson Shumate swandowski's work incorpo
rates a little frompe Feqi, or trick of the eye. These small-scale
optical ilusions mesmerize the viewer., The controversial nature of
Oleg Yanushavsky's handmade 217 Century Bussian lcons can be
attributed, at least In part, to his incorporation of technology along
with traditional materials such as gold leaf, wood and tempera
These icons have buttons on the body of the work that entice view-
ars to touch. When these buttons are pressed, the artwork sings
songs, makes sounds of war, lights up, blinks, etc.. The expert
craftsmanship of these icons includes actual computar chips that
maks it all work.

The most thought provoking work in the exhibition is by far the
‘guirky” plece created by young artist Anthany Thompson Shumate
The audio for the animation is actually sounds of nature he recordad
in a park in Mexico City. This primarily wood sculpture at first glance
resemiies a rocket. Thompson Shumate states that "the body of
the piece is actually a reproduction of a WW I torpedo with fins of
the Fat Boy Bomb." He feals that with this sculpture he is tempting
viewers to dialogue about the many layers to the work, though the
work is not specifically intended to be anti-war or pro-war,

One could come away from the gallery feeling like they had
just visited a toy store. Anya Tish Gallery, established in 1996,
seeks out artists who have an urwavering commitment to creating
original, compelling, and innovative art, Anyva Tish states this rela-
tively light-hearted exhibition has all kinds of toys, including politi
cal toys, but nathing of the adult toys variaty.

- Michole Pruitt

December 2 through January 3, 2008, 4411 Montrose Boule-
vard, 713.524.2299, www.anyatishgallery.com




