
PAWEL DUTKIEWICZ

BE\TWEEN

 

November 30 – December 29, 2007
Opening reception Friday, November 30, 6 – 9 PM

 

A catalog will accompany this exhibition

 

 

Anya Tish Gallery is pleased to present the first US exhibition by the noted Polish abstract painter, Pawel Dutkiewicz.  Based in Krakow, Poland, Dutkiewicz is a professor of the legendary Krakow Academy of Art.  Dutkiewicz presents a collection of work that places him in the aesthetic realm of Mark Rothko, Barnett Newman and Ad Reinhardt.  The artist’s philosophical alignment is expressed in a quotation of Mark Rothko:  “The progression of a painter's work as it travels in time from point to point, will be toward clarity.. toward the elimination of all obstacles between the painter and the idea.. and the idea and the observer.. To achieve this clarity is inevitably to be understood.”  

 

In his paintings, Dutkiewicz seeks to establish a meditative purity by eliminating all obstacles that could hinder the observer’s experience.  The artist creates a poetically reductive space that brings to mind Japanese landscape painting and the ascetic, meditative quality of Zen Buddhism.
 

The title of this exhibition, “BE\TWEEN”, emphasizes the artist’s commitment to works that directly generate contemplative depth.  Dutkiewicz repudiates the “between” artist-idea-observer, and thereby enables the observer to encounter the painting in its purity.  


All works presented are vertical, indicating the energy of light traveling from the upper plains down. The feel is emphasized by the use of muted squares and rectangles containing barely discernable variations of white: in the shades of pale pink, grey, green, and lavender. The artist’s canvases with their classic geometric compositions beckon the observer to the mystical realm producing a fusion of Eastern and Western traditions.
 

 

above: Clear Light, 2007, oil on canvas, 76 3/4 x 43 5/8 inches
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