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Maxim Wakultschik, a German-based Neo-Pop painter and sculptor, returns to the Anya Tish Gallery for his third United States solo exhibition on Friday, May 15. Born in the Soviet Union in the region now forming the Republic of Belarus, Wakultschik has lived since 1993 in Düsseldorf, where he studied at the Düsseldorf Art Academy under the guidance of such recognized theoreticians and exponents of the New European art as Beate Schiff and Janis Kounellis. He was also strongly influenced by the leading European painter of our time, Gerhard Richter. 
Although well-known for his three dimensional objects which focus on the pop-art forms of portraiture, in his new installation ‘Closely Watched Trains’ Wakultschik instead transforms the gallery space into a fictional train station through a series of intimate paintings which explore the implicit moments looking through the windows of a sleeping carriage on its way to Moscow from Berlin.

.

Since his last exhibit at the Anya Tish Gallery in 2006, Maxim’s work has developed more classical film noir characteristics, which appropriate a 1950’s theme of ambiguity and mystery.  The works combine a photo-like voyeurism through German expressionistic sensibilities reminiscent of the painter Gerhard Richter, whilst also paying a lip service to the classical veracity of painting. Each painting is set in a polished metal hardware that gives the image a suggestion of a train window, thus engaging the viewer between the outside world of the gallery space and the inside world of the train compartment.
The artist will be present at the exhibition’s opening reception, from 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 PM, Friday, May 15, 2009. The gallery’s regular hours are 10:30 AM until 6:00 PM Tuesdays through Fridays and from 10:30 AM until 5:00 PM on Saturdays.
