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VINCENT FALSETTA AND CHARLOTTE SMITH:
RECENT WORK
From April 27 until May 24, the Anya Tish Gallery will be exhibiting the work of two distinguished abstract painters, Vincent Falsetta and Charlotte Smith. A teacher and a student combine forces in the exhibition. Falsetta is currently teaching at the University of North Texas in Denton. He has works in the permanent collections of art institutions such as the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston and the Exxon corporate art collection and has exhibited in such prestigious New York galleries as O.K. Harris and the Hansen Gallery. Charlotte Smith resides in the Dallas area and received her MFA from UNT where Falsetta was her principal instructor and mentor.


The artists prove that painstaking meticulousness and obsessive idiosyncrasy can have big payoffs. Obsession isn’t always a bad thing. Falsetta’s work “references technology and its interaction with both contemporary culture and traditional painting.”  The patterns are reminiscent of waves including sound and brain waves.   His pieces look as though they are divergent and convergent plate tectonics ripping apart and crashing into one another. The work seems to vibrate and hum visually achieving an almost tonal quality.  The rise and fall of line cast undulating shadows across the piece. The colors are vibrant and Vincent selects each color very meticulously.  As a critic observed in Artlies quarterly in 2000, “With each pass of the artist's hand a faint pattern of parallel lines is

left behind, serving as a ghostly reminder of the geometry to which Falsetta has always been faithful. The subtlety of the grid structure is so silent that at first one is unaware of it, but it serves as a gentle rhythm to Falsetta's symphony of color."

Charlotte’s work looks like candy land roots, springing forth from the canvas.  They have a life force of their own.  Smith has been referred to as a literalist and this term can hold negative connotation. Yet, this term works in her favor because her work is created with intelligence, whimsy, and the surprise of experimentation.  The process involves dripping paint onto the canvas layer after layer until the accumulations become three-dimensional.  

Falsetta’s and Charlotte’s work has traces of Frank Stella and Gerhard Richter in the way each painting is complete within itself.  They are not the tattered shards of symbolism or ideology.  Like Frank Stella’s piece Die Fahne Hoch, with Falsetta’s and Smith’s work, what you see is what you see. The work is free, working in pure line, color, shape, and texture.  Falsetta’s paintings are reminiscent of Mondrian’s work and his concept of Neo-Plasticism, where vertical and horizontal lines are purely harmonious and are free from identification with the objects and realities of the world.  Both Falsetta and Smith are process driven and each artist has spent years painstakingly honing and perfecting their individual techniques.

The opening reception will be held April 27 from 6:00 PM until 8:30 PM at the Anya Tish Gallery. The artists will be present.
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