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AGNIESZKA SANDOMIERZ

THE LIMITS OF INTIMACY

According to the British magazine, Art Review, the art world’s fondness for Polish painting “increasingly borders on the devotional”.

Anya Tish Gallery, representing the work of artists from the New Europe, will introduce paintings by an exciting young artist, Agnieszka Sandomierz, this January 12.  Sandomierz’s works are comparable to a playground where power and pigtails, danger and daintiness converge. The exhibition runs from January 13 through February 10, 2007. There will be an opening reception on Friday, January 12 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. The exhibition at Anya Tish Gallery will be Sandomierz’s premiere United States showing.  

Ms. Sandomierz, who is all of 28 years old (born in 1978), has achieved a high degree of recognition in her native Poland since graduating from the Fine Arts Academy in Warsaw in 2003. She has already had more than ten one-woman exhibitions, including a highly acclaimed one in Bordeaux, France and has been in many group exhibitions in Poland and such European capitals as Stockholm, Sweden.  In 2005 she was awarded a prestigious scholarship from the Ministry of Art and Culture of Poland.

Sandomierz is a highly skilled painter and draftswoman, working in a style that contains echoes of such canonic Pop artists as Larry Rivers, Andy Warhol and David Hockney. She has been described by reviewers as a Third Wave feminist, breaking down the 1960s adage that the “personal is the political.” Her work is not driven by outside forces but instead is intimate and revealing, a visual diary or narrative.  Sandomierz says her paintings “reflect her surroundings” and that she enjoys working spontaneously, with herself as her favorite model and subject.  As an example, her painting 11:06 PM portrays a scene wherein a female figure sits on the chair wearing nothing more than a pair of knee high black boots and is staring intently at an iPod she wears around her neck.  In the foreground, a small bulldog enters the scene. A pile of clothing lies haphazardly on the ground.  It is as if the viewer is witness to a private moment of Sandomierz’s everyday life.  This seemingly direct glimpse into her quotidian reality makes Sandomierz’s work powerful, bold, and unflinching.  

Sandomierz herself likens the paintings to psychological exhibitionism.  She creates self-portraits. When she looks at her paintings, it is as though she is staring directly into a mirror.  Her work has been compared to “a new pop art” but the overall feel of her work is much more personal and revealing than the cold, affectless work of the Pop Art era.  For example her painting, entitled I Don’t Like to Show It, depicts a seminude Sandomierz standing against an ornamented backdrop, holding a gun aimed directly at the viewer.

  Agnieszka Sandomierz is an artist that has raised eyebrows and engendered controversy in her native Poland. Regardless of the way she is described or labeled, one thing is clear: Sandomierz’s work is powerful and she, the artist, is awakened to the full potential of feminine freedom. 
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